[Diagnosis and treatment of orbital cellulitis].
Orbital cellulitis is a rare disease usually caused by sinusitis. Generally, the prognosis of both preseptal cellulitis and orbital cellulitis is favourable. Radiological distinction should be made between an orbital abscess and subperiosteal empyema. Theoretically, empyema is more accessible to antibiotics and, as it arises in a pre-existing anatomical space, it needs less aggressive treatment than an abscess. In contrast, the wall of an abscess created by the bacteria is scarcely permeable to antibiotics. Indications for surgical drainage should be based on clinical findings and not on Chandler's classification. Loss of vision, an unresponsive pupil or a densely packed orbit are indications for immediate surgical drainage. Drainage of an orbital abscess may speed up recovery.